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DEFINITIONS:

NEGATIVE SKEW - long tail left

POSITIVE SKEW - long tail right

Boxplots often provide information about the shape of a data set. 
The examples below show some common patterns.    

  

 

Each of the above boxplots illustrates a different skewness 
pattern. If most of the observations are concentrated on the low 
end of the scale, the distribution is skewed right; and vice versa. 
If a distribution is symmetric, the observations will be evenly split 
at the median, as shown above in the middle figure.

RIGHT SKEW LEFT SKEW
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COURSE BOOK: Measures of Spread p.50-51
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